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Or	are	they	actual	locations	that	can	still	be	discovered	today	by	the	adventure	bound	tourist?	The	same	words	would	describe	any	of	the	cities	we	are	living	in	today.	A	figment	of	Marco	Polo's	imagination	that	he	feeds	piecemeal	to	Kublai	Khan	as	payment	for	his	sojourn	at	the	court?	One	city	would	inspire	opposite	phantasmes	in	the	eye	of	the
beholder:	one	sailor	gazes	upon	its's	domes	and	sees	camel	caravans	setting	off,	while	the	bedouin	glimpses	tall	white	towers	like	sails	departing	for	far	off	lands.	Because	Italo	Calvino	entices	us	to	look	beyond	appearances,	beyond	the	obvious	and	the	trivial	if	we	want	to	find	the	secret	that	makes	each	city	unique	and	unforgetable.	If	you	want	to
know	how	much	darkness	there	is	around	you,	you	must	sharpen	your	eyes,	peering	at	the	faint	lights	in	the	distance.	Even	when	talking	about	histories	and	ruins	and	the	march	of	generations,	the	message	is	both	timeless	and	timely.	Either	incorporated	into	the	work	or	separately	you	should	have	at	least	2-3	paragraphs	of	text.	The	second	is	risky
and	demands	constant	vigilance	and	apprehension:	seek	and	learn	to	recognize	who	and	what,	in	the	midst	of	the	inferno,	are	not	inferno,	then	make	them	endure,	give	them	space.	A	quick	note	about	the	translator:	William	Weaver	was	a	well-known	English	language	translator	of	modern	Italian	literature	and	he	translated	several	works	by	Calvino,
Umberto	Eco,	and	Primo	Levi.		The	book	is	set	out	as	a	series	of	tales	or	short	stories	told	by	Marco	Polo.	This	allows	the	drawing	and	the	words	to	read	together.	The	involvement	of	the	real	historical	figures	in	this	fictitious	dialogue	full	of	descriptions	of	extraordinary	and	mysterious	cities,	provides	the	reader	a	fascinating	account	of	urban
landscapes	going	back	and	forth	between	reality	and	imagination.	Finally	he	comes	to	Isidora,	a	city	where	buildings	have	spiral	staircases	encrusted	with	spiral	seashells,	where	perfect	telescopes	and	violins	are	made,	where	the	foreigner	hesitating	between	two	women	always	encounters	a	third,	where	cockfights	degenerate	into	bloody	brawls
between	the	bettors.	I	think	these	quotes	give	you	a	sense	of	Calvino’s	style	and	the	ideas	he	explores	within	the	book.	You	can	definitely	read	this	without	delving	into	the	writing	of	Marco	Polo	though	so	don’t	worry	about	that!	Both	the	writing	style	and	the	form	of	the	book	can	be	a	little	bit	odd	at	times	but,	for	me,	that	adds	to	the	dream-like,
whimsical	nature	of	the	book.	Your	presentation	should	involve	some	combination	of	textual	and	visual	material	(in	the	form	of	an	illustrated	book,	a	poster,	a	collage,	a	3-D	model,	a	wiki	page	etc).	I	found	clear	references	to	globalization,	corporate	monoculture,	suburban	sprawls,	alienation,	consumerism	and	many	other	woes	of	the	21st	century.	The
traveler	recognizes	the	little	that	is	his,	discovering	the	much	he	has	not	had	and	will	never	have.	Now	he	turns	his	attention	inward	in	an	effort	to	discover	what	exactly	is	his	empire	composed	of.	Yet	another	city	is	described	like	a	game	of	chess,	or	compared	to	an	hourglass	which	is	not	turned	over,	with	the	unborn	citizens	waiting	patiently	their
turn	in	the	upper	bulb,	while	the	dead	are	settling	at	the	bottom	like	geological	strata.	It’s	weird	and	it	probably	isn’t	for	everyone	but	I	recommend	giving	Calvino	a	go.	Are	the	cities	described	in	the	book	real	or	fantastic?	What	line	separates	the	inside	from	the	outside,	the	rumble	of	wheels	from	the	howl	of	the	wolves?	Calvino	is	not	interested	in
the	cold	data	of	statistics	and	economic	trends,	angle	of	arcades	or	width	of	boulevards,	dates	of	revolutions	or	names	of	famous	leaders.	As	a	rule	the	Great	Khan	concluded	his	day	savoring	these	tales	with	half-closed	eyes	until	his	first	yawn	was	the	signal	for	the	suite	of	pages	to	light	the	flames	that	guided	the	monarch	to	the	Pavilion	of	August
Slumber.But	this	time	Kublai	seemed	unwilling	to	give	in	to	the	weariness."Tell	me	another	city!"	he	insisted.	This	civilization	he	sees	as	heading	for	dissolution,	just	like	the	short-lived	empire	of	Kublai	Khan,	attacked	not	so	much	from	without	as	from	its	own	internal	weaknesses,	a	failure	of	imagination	that	favors	conformity	and	safety	over	change
and	diversity.	The	images	are	revealed	only	when	the	transparent	sheet	is	turned	back	over	onto	the	preceding	page,	which	is	a	white	sheet	with	printed	text	on	it.	For	this	purpose,	he	sends	his	ambassador	Marco	Polo	to	all	the	corners	of	the	realm,	to	see	and	to	report	back	on	the	geography,	the	arhitecture,	the	people,	the	customs	and	the	history
of	all	the	cities	he	passes	through.	The	inferno	of	the	living	is	not	something	that	will	be;	if	there	is	one,	it	is	what	is	already	here,	the	inferno	where	we	live	every	day,	that	we	form	by	being	together.	Each	of	the	visited	cities	is	named	with	a	woman's	name,	a	poet's	trick	that	suggests	odalisques	dancing	seductively	behind	seven	diaphanous	veils,
needing	to	be	caught	by	surprise,	teased	or	charmed	into	finally	revealing	their	inner	beauty.	This	assignment	involves	choosing	one	of	the	cities	described	in	Italo	Calvino's	Invisible	Cities,	and	visualizing,	re-presenting/representing	it.	One	copy	can	be	seen	at	Brown's	John	Hay	Library.	It’s	all	very	surreal	but	also	carefully	constructed.	A	description
of	Zaira	as	it	is	today	should	contain	all	Zaira's	past.	exclaims	at	one	point	Marco	Polo.	Ultimately,	every	city	described	in	the	novel	is	indeed	just	another	faucet	of	that	gemstone	Kublai	was	wishing	for	-	the	eternal,	universal,	'invisible'	heart	of	the	word	'city'	as	a	simbol	of	civilization.		Every	time	I	describe	a	city	I	am	saying	something	about	Venice.
Okay,	final	thoughts:	I	loved	this	book	and	I’d	recommend	it	wholeheartedly.	Calvino	indulges	in	metafiction	in	such	a	beautiful,	creative	way	in	this	novel.	The	great	khan	is	approaching	the	end	of	a	glorious	career,	his	wars	of	conquest	finished	and	his	dominion	extending	to	the	outer	margins	of	the	known	world.	Andrew	Hoyem	designed	the	book
with	drawings	printed	on	transparent	sheets	in	different	colors	of	inks,	each	matching	the	color	of	the	following	sheet.	The	StoryGraph	|	Bookshop.org	UK*	This	post	contains	affiliate	links	which	are	clearly	marked	with	an	asterisk	(*)	–	I	will	receive	a	small	commission	for	purchases	made	through	these	links	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	At	each	encounter,
they	imagine	a	thousand	things	about	one	another:	meetings	which	could	take	place	between	them,	conversations,	surprises,	caresses,	bites.	Elsewhere	is	a	negative	mirror.	I	will	put	my	conclusion	in	spoiler	tags,	because	it	is	too	beautiful	and	elegant	to	be	left	out,	but	also	too	relevant	as	the	solution	to	the	puzzle	to	be	revealed	in	advance.(view
spoiler)[	In	a	final	dialogue	between	Kublai	Khan	and	Marco	Polo,	they	dwell	on	the	subject	of	fictional	cities	in	literature,	utopian	and	dystopian,	and	on	the	unavoidable	death	and	destruction	waiting	for	them	at	the	end	of	the	road.	With	Marco	Polo	cast	in	the	role	of	Scheherezade	and	Kublai	K	After	sunset,	on	the	terraces	of	the	palace,	Marco	Polo
expounded	to	the	sovereign	the	results	of	his	missions.	Cities,	like	dreams,	are	made	of	desires	and	fears,	even	if	the	thread	of	their	discourse	is	secret,	their	rules	absurd,	their	perspectives	deceitful,	and	everything	conceals	something	else.	I	adored	reading	this	because	Calvino	has	this	ability	to	transport	me	into	whatever	world	he	has	created	and
it	was	such	an	immersive	reading	experience	for	me.	I	added	some	quotes	from	Invisible	Cities	to	my	commonplace	book	and	I	realise	that	they	make	zero	sense	out	of	context	(and	possible	even	within	the	context	of	the	book	because	that’s	just	Calvino’s	style)	but	I	wanted	to	share	two	short	ones	here:	But	in	vain	I	set	out	to	visit	the	city:	forced	to
remain	motionless	and	always	the	same,	in	order	to	be	more	easily	remembered,	Zora	has	languished,	disintegrated,	disappeared.	I	think	it’s	a	beautiful	work	of	literature	and	I	found	it	fascinating.	After	sunset,	on	the	terraces	of	the	palace,	Marco	Polo	expounded	to	the	sovereign	the	results	of	his	missions.	Futures	not	achieved	are	only	branches	of
the	past:	dead	branches.	Yes,	the	empire	is	sick,	and,	what	is	worse,	it	is	trying	to	become	accustomed	to	its	sores.				Images:	1.	Based	on	these	stories,	Kublai	Khan	dreams	of	building	the	perfect	city,	the	sublimation	of	all	the	diversity	into	a	sparkling,	diamond	like	structure	that	would	endure	for	all	ages	and	will	form	his	legacy	for	future
generations.Marco	Polo	is	in	his	element	here,	the	born	explorer	who	follows	his	own	siren	song	to	find	out	what	lies	beyond	the	horizon,	what	precious	treasure	are	hidden	behind	high	city	walls,	still	chasing	the	dream	that	sent	him	away	for	long	years	from	his	beloved	Venice.	A	page	from	The	Travels	of	Marco	Polo	(Il	Milione)	by	Marco	Polo
(c.1298-1299)	Assignment	1:	Invisible	CitiesCity	and	the	Festival:	Cult	Practices	and	Architectural	Production	in	the	Ancient	Near	East	Description:Italo	Calvino's	Invisible	Cities	has	inspired	many	writers,	architects,	artists	and	academics,	with	its	powerful	description	of	imaginary	cities,	recounted	by	the	13th	century	Venetian	merchant	Marco	Polo
in	a	dialogue	with	an	aging	Kublai	Khan	(Great	Khan	of	the	Mongols).	The	city,	however,	does	not	tell	its	past,	but	contains	it	like	the	lines	of	a	hand,	written	in	the	corners	of	the	streets,	the	gratings	of	the	windows,	the	banisters	of	the	steps,	the	antennae	of	the	lightning	rods,	the	poles	of	the	flags,	every	segment	marked	in	turn	with	scratches,
indentations,	scrolls.	(hide	spoiler)]	...more	Title:	Invisible	CitiesAuthor:	Italo	CalvinoTranslator:	William	WeaverPublisher:	Vintage	ClassicsDate:	2019	(1972)Genre:	FictionSummary:	As	Marco	tells	the	khan	about	Armilla,	which	“has	nothing	that	makes	it	seem	a	city,	except	the	water	pipes	that	rise	vertically	where	the	houses	should	be	and	spread
out	horizontally	where	the	floors	should	be,”	the	spider-web	city	of	Octavia,	and	other	marvellous	burgs,	it	may	be	that	he	is	creating	them	all	out	of	his	imagination,	or	perhaps	he	is	recreating	details	of	his	native	Venice	over	and	over	again,	or	perhaps	he	is	simply	recounting	some	of	the	myriad	possible	forms	a	city	might	take	Italo	Calvino’s	books
are	always	weird	and	wonderful	and	Invisible	Cities	was	no	different.	You	might	be	tempted	to	think	that	Marco	Polo	is	only	spinning	tales	of	long	abandoned	cities	from	the	past,	but	I	would	argue	against	the	theory.	There	are	two	ways	to	escape	suffering	it.	He’s	describing	various	(fictitious)	cities	to	Kublai	Khan	and	many	of	the	tales	can	be	read
meditations	on	human	nature,	culture,	language,	and	death.	I	love	Calvino’s	response	to	the	original	text	and	I	think	it’s	a	beautiful	reimagining	of	Marco	Polo’s	work	in	Calvino’s	distinct	style.	Read	on	to	learn	how	one	city	is	like	a	"butterfly	emerging	from	a	beggared	chrysalis",	another	is	growing	in	concentric	circles	like	tree	trunks	which	each	year
add	one	more	ring,	how	the	city	where	you	arrive	for	the	first	time	is	different	from	the	one	you	leave	never	to	return,	even	if	they	bear	the	same	name.	Calvino	isn’t	attempting	to	mimic	the	original	and	he	isn’t	trying	to	mock	or	deride	it	either.	Readers	who	are	already	familiar	with	Italo	Calvino	know	that	the	poet	loves	dissimulation	of	his	purposes,
puzzles	and	daring	metaphors,	so	they	would	patiently	wait	for	the	last	veil	to	be	lifted,	for	the	final	revelation	to	be	brought	to	light,	for	the	name	of	the	ultimate	city	to	be	uttered.Until	then,	the	casual	reader	can	only	relax	and	enjoy	the	apparently	random	postcard	like	prose	poems	that	link	stone	with	emotion,	people	with	stars,	the	dead	with	the
living.	But	no	one	greets	anyone;	eyes	lock	for	a	second,	then	dart	away,	seeking	other	eyes,	never	stopping.	Cities	as	bastions	against	wilderness,	civilization	versus	barbarism,	art	versus	plain	existence,	the	eternal	versus	the	transient,	structure	and	order	versus	chaos	-	each	and	every	postcard	contains	within	itself	dualities	of	meaning	where	every
affirmation	is	countered	by	a	negation,	every	highlight	serves	to	point	at	the	shadows	:	the	city	of	the	dead	reflecting	the	map	of	the	city	above,	the	city	on	the	ground	mirroring	the	dance	of	the	constellations	in	the	night	sky.	Or,	at	least,	I	hope	they	do.	He	is	after	the	effect	of	the	city	on	the	psyche	of	its	inhabitants,	the	subjective	translation	of	desire
into	the	language	of	stone.	The	twelfth	and	final	drawing	is	printed	in	silver	grey,	camouflaged	against	the	aluminum	back	cover.	Calvino	is	deliberately	deconstructing	the	travelogue,	a	form	of	travel	literature	which	is	like	a	travel	diary,	and	Invisible	Cities	draws	up	The	Travels	of	Marco	Polo,	the	travelogue	that	Marco	Polo	wrote	in	the	thirteenth
century.	Why	call	them	invisible	since	we	spend	the	whole	book	discussing	the	visible?	Each	city	receives	its	form	from	the	desert	it	opposes;	and	so	the	camel	driver	and	the	sailor	see	Despina,	a	border	city	between	two	deserts.	With	Marco	Polo	cast	in	the	role	of	Scheherezade	and	Kublai	Khan	as	Harun	Al	Rashid,	we	embark	on	an	enchanted
journey	through	1001	cities,	seeking	to	capture	their	unique	essence,	their	secret	identity,	their	pasts	and	their	futures.	Artist	Wayne	Thiebaud	contributed	twelve	drawings	of	cities	and	objects	that	would	be	invisible	until	the	reader	turns	the	page.	The	first	is	easy	for	many:	accept	the	inferno	and	become	such	a	part	of	it	that	you	can	no	longer	see	it.
Read	for	yourself	and	see	if	you	recognize	the	landscape:	In	Chloe,	a	great	city,	the	people	who	move	through	the	streets	are	all	strangers.	The	earth	has	forgotten	her.	He’s	just	drawing	inspiration	and	building	upon	an	already	fascinating	text.	Every	so	often,	the	city	descriptions	are	broken	up	by	dialogue	between	Marco	Polo	and	Kublai	Khan	and
the	frame	narrative	helps	create	a	sense	of	continuity	within	the	and	it	emphasises	Marco	Polo’s	storytelling.	The	choice	of	media	is	part	of	the	creative	process,	you	are	free	to	use	any	material,	any	technology,	any	medium	from	simple	illustrations	of	cities	or	paper	collages	to	video	footage	and	sound	recordings.	The	atlas	of	the	world	that	is	patiently
gathered	in	these	pages	is	etched	with	sugestive	names,	symbolic	gestures,	sights,	smells,	songs,	desires,	dreams,	memories,	cautionary	warnings,	"moods,	states	of	grace,	elegies"	When	a	man	rides	a	long	time	through	wild	regions	he	feels	the	desire	for	a	city.	This	includes	nine	colored	sheets	plus	two	black	sheets	interspersed	throughout	the	book
as	backgrounds	for	eleven	of	the	drawings.	This	is	the	aim	of	my	explorations:	examining	the	traces	of	happiness	still	to	be	glimpsed,	I	gauge	its	short	supply.	Due:	on	Monday	September	28th,	by	5	pm	(to	post	on	the	wiki	in	Student	Projects	page	Inspirational	Resources:	There	is	an	Invisible	Cities	edition	with	twelve	drawings	of	sites	and	artifacts	by
artist	Wayne	Thiebaud	(by	Arion	Press).
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